
Reshaping the Nation Unit 4 
Unit	  Guide	   “The	  Americans”	  Chapters	  8&9	  
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AH1.H.2.1:	  Analyze	  key	  political,	  economic,	  and	  social	  turning	  points	  from	  colonization	  through	  Reconstruction	  in	  terms	  of	  
causes	  and	  effects	  (e.g.,	  conflicts,	  legislation,	  elections,	  innovations,	  leadership,	  movements,	  Supreme	  Court	  decisions,	  etc.).	  
AH1.H.3:	  Understand	  the	  factors	  that	  led	  to	  exploration,	  settlement,	  movement,	  and	  expansion	  and	  their	  impact	  on	  United	  
States	  development	  over	  time.	  
AH1.H.3.2:	  Explain	  how	  environmental,	  cultural	  and	  economic	  factors	  influenced	  the	  patterns	  of	  migration	  and	  settlement	  
within	  the	  US	  before	  the	  Civil	  War.	  
AH1.H.3.3:	  Explain	  the	  roles	  of	  various	  racial	  and	  ethnic	  groups	  in	  settlement	  and	  expansion	  through	  Reconstruction	  and	  the	  
consequences	  for	  those	  groups.	  
AH1.H.3.4:	  Analyze	  voluntary	  and	  involuntary	  immigration	  trends	  through	  Reconstruction	  in	  terms	  of	  causes,	  regions	  of	  
origin	  and	  destination,	  cultural	  contributions,	  and	  public	  and	  governmental	  response.	  
AH1.H.4.3:	  Analyze	  the	  social	  and	  religious	  conflicts,	  movements	  and	  reforms	  that	  affected	  the	  United	  States	  from	  
colonization	  through	  Reconstruction	  in	  terms	  of	  participants,	  strategies,	  opposition,	  and	  results.	  
AH1.H.4.4:	  Analyze	  the	  cultural	  conflicts	  that	  impacted	  the	  United	  States	  through	  Reconstruction	  and	  the	  compromises	  that	  
resulted.	  
AH1.H.5.1:	  Summarize	  how	  the	  philosophical,	  ideological	  and/or	  religious	  views	  on	  freedom	  and	  equality	  contributed	  to	  the	  
development	  of	  American	  political	  and	  economic	  systems	  through	  Reconstruction.	  
AH1.H.8.1:	  Analyze	  the	  relationship	  between	  innovation,	  economic	  development,	  progress	  and	  various	  perceptions	  of	  the	  
"American	  Dream"	  through	  Reconstruction.	  
AH1.H.8.2:	  Explain	  how	  opportunity	  and	  mobility	  impacted	  various	  groups	  within	  American	  Society	  through	  Reconstruction	  
(e.g.,	  City	  on	  a	  Hill,	  Lowell	  and	  other	  "mill	  towns",	  Manifest	  Destiny,	  immigrants/migrants,	  Gold	  Rush,	  Homestead	  Act,	  Morrill	  
Act,	  Exodusters,	  women,	  various	  ethnic	  groups,	  etc.).	  
AH1.H.8.3:	  Evaluate	  the	  extent	  to	  which	  a	  variety	  of	  groups	  and	  individuals	  have	  had	  opportunity	  to	  attain	  their	  perception	  of	  
the	  "American	  Dream"	  through	  Reconstruction	  (e.g.,	  plantation	  society,	  transcendentalism,	  49ers,	  etc.).	  

 abolition	  
 Alamo	  
 annex	  
 antebellum	  
 apprentice	  
 capitalism	  
 civil	  disobedience	  
 cottage	  industry	  
 cult	  of	  domesticity	  
 emancipation	  
 entrepreneur	  
 forty-‐niners	  
 gag	  rule	  
 gold	  rush	  
 journeyman	  
 land	  grant	  
 manifest	  destiny	  
 market	  revolution	  
 master	  
 Mormons	  
 revival	  
 Second	  Great	  

Awakening	  
 Seneca	  Falls	  

Convention	  
 specialization	  
 strike	  
 telegraph	  
 temperance	  

movement	  
 Texas	  Revolution	  
 transcendentalism	  
 utopian	  

community	  

Le
ar
ne

r	  O
bj
ec
tiv

es
	  

1) Analyze	  why	  the	  decades	  of	  the	  1830s-‐40s	  were	  periods	  of	  intense	  social	  reform,	  including	  the	  Second	  Great	  Awakening,	  
the	  women's	  suffrage	  movement,	  abolition,	  transcendentalism,	  and	  temperance.	  

2) Apply	  historical	  thinking	  skills	  to	  predict	  how	  these	  reforms	  shaped	  American	  identity	  to	  the	  Civil	  War	  and	  beyond.	  
3) Analyze	  the	  concept	  of	  manifest	  destiny.	  
4) Explain	  the	  causes	  and	  effects	  of	  westward	  expansion.	  
5) Analyze	  the	  various	  means	  of	  westward	  expansion.	  
6) Explain	  the	  causes	  and	  effects	  of	  the	  Mexican-‐American	  war.	  
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1) Make	  connections	  between	  the	  abolition,	  women's	  suffrage,	  and	  temperance	  movements	  in	  pairs.	  
2) Research	  a	  religious	  revival	  during	  the	  Second	  Great	  Awakening	  in	  small	  groups.	  
3) Analyze	  primary	  sources	  about	  abolition	  and	  women's	  suffrage	  individually	  and	  in	  pairs.	  
4) Analyze	  the	  concept	  of	  manifest	  destiny	  by	  evaluating	  the	  arguments	  of	  primary	  and	  secondary	  sources.	  
5) Explain	  the	  causes	  and	  effects	  of	  westward	  expansion	  by	  analyzing	  primary	  sources	  of	  Texas	  independence	  and	  traveling	  

along	  the	  California	  trail.	  
6) Analyze	  a	  war	  speech	  from	  James	  Polk	  in	  pairs	  to	  understand	  westward	  expansion.	  
7) Explain	  the	  causes	  and	  effects	  of	  the	  Mexican	  American	  war	  by	  creating	  a	  timeline	  and	  studying	  primary	  sources.	  
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1) How	  can	  rhetoric	  and	  text	  structure	  advance	  ideas?	  
2) What	  are	  the	  tensions	  between	  freedom,	  equality,	  and	  power?	  
3) How	  did	  the	  reform	  movements	  influence	  each	  other?	  
4) Why	  is	  equality	  so	  difficult	  to	  achieve?	  
5) What	  are	  the	  causes	  and	  effects	  of	  migration	  and	  expansion?	  
6) Was	  "Manifest	  Destiny"	  positive	  or	  negative	  for	  American	  development?	  
7) What	  is	  the	  role	  of	  the	  frontier	  in	  American	  history?	  Are	  these	  motivations	  justified?	  
8) Is	  war	  ever	  justified?	  
9) What	  are	  the	  positive	  and	  negative	  effects	  of	  expansion?	  
10) What	  are	  the	  effects	  of	  manifest	  destiny?	  
11) How	  do	  we	  know	  if	  a	  source	  is	  reliable?	  

	   	  



	   By	  the	  end	  of	  the	  Unit,	  you	  should	  have	  mastered	  the	  following:	  
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In	  what	  way	  did	  the	  following	  people	  contribute	  to	  the	  reshaping	  of	  America?	  
• Stephen	  A.	  Austin	  
• John	  Deere	  
• Dorothea	  Dix	  
• Frederick	  Douglass	  
• Ralph	  Waldo	  Emerson	  
• Charles	  Grandison	  Finney	  
• William	  Lloyd	  Garrison	  
• Angelina	  Grimke	  
• Sarah	  Grimke	  
• Sam	  Houston	  
• Stephen	  Kearny	  
• Antonio	  Lopez	  de	  Santa	  Anna	  
• Cyrus	  McCormick	  

• Samuel	  F.	  B.	  Morse	  
• Lucretia	  Mott	  
• James	  K.	  Polk	  
• Winfield	  Scott	  
• Joseph	  Smith	  
• Elizabeth	  Cady	  Stanton	  
• Zachary	  Taylor	  
• Henry	  David	  Thoreau	  
• Sojourner	  Truth	  
• Nat	  Turner	  
• David	  Walker	  
• Brigham	  Young	  
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How	  did	  these	  contribute	  to	  reshaping	  the	  United	  States?	  
• The	  Alamo	  
• California	  Gold	  Rush	  
• Gadsden	  Purchase	  
• Lowell	  Mill	  Strikes	  
• Mexican-‐American	  War	  
• Second	  Great	  Awakening	  
• Seneca	  Falls	  Convention	  
• temperance	  movement	  
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For	  each,	  explain	  the	  main	  idea	  and	  the	  influence	  it	  had	  on	  reshaping	  the	  United	  States.	  
• Declaration	  of	  Sentiments	  
• Treaty	  of	  Guadalupe	  Hidalgo	  
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	   Identify	  the	  significance	  of	  each	  term	  in	  the	  context	  of	  reshaping	  America.	  

• cult	  of	  domesticity	  
• “Fifty-‐Four	  Forty	  or	  Fight”	  
• manifest	  destiny	  
• market	  revolution	  
• transcendentalism	  

	  


