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Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. Use complete sentences, restating the question in your answer.
1) Why did Dred Scott claim that he became a freeman by entering the Louisiana Territory?
2) On what basis did the Court rule that Scott was not a citizen?
3) Why did Taney declare the Missouri Compromise unconstitutional? What effect did his ruling have on Dred Scott's claim to citizenship?
4) Predict the effect the Court's decision in the Dred Scott case had on the efforts of many Americans to end slavery.
5) If you were a plantation owner in the South who held many slaves, how would you have reacted to the Dred Scott decision? What if you had been an abolitionist?
6) Why is the Dred Scott decision regarded as one of the most important cases in the history of the Supreme Court?




