
Making Laws Unit 5 
How a Bill Becomes Law Chapter 6.4 
 
Before we begin: Review Types of Committees 

1) Standing Committees 
 
 
 
2) Select Committees 
 
 
 
3) Joint Committees 
 
 
 
4) Conference Committees 

 
 
 
I. ARTICLE I: CONGRESS 
 
 
 
II. HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW 
 
 

A. Introduction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1) Assigned a Number 
 
 
 
 
2) Steering Committee 

 
 
 

B. In Committee 
 
 
 
1)  
 
 
 
2)  
 
 
 
3)  
 
 
 
4) “Pigeonhole” 
 
 
 
 
5) “kill bill” 
 
 
 
 

C. Floor Debate 
1) In the House of Representatives 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) In the Senate 

 
 
 
 
 
 



a) filibuster 
 
 
 
 
 
b) cloture 
 
 
 
 
 

 
D. Voting 

1) Voice Vote 
 
 
 
 
2) Standing Vote 
 
 
 
 
 
3) Roll-Call Vote 

 
 
a) computerized vote 
 
 
 
 
 

E. Other House 
 
 
 
 
F. Conference Committee 

G. President 
1) Approve 
 
 
 
 
2) Disapprove (Veto) 
 
 
 
 
 

a) Congressional Override 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3) Pocket Veto 

 

 


