
Laws & Cases Unit 5 
Supreme Court Cases Jumble  
 
In the table below are the facts of 26 Landmark Supreme Court Cases and Supreme Court rulings of the same 26 cases.  However, 
the facts and the rulings are jumbled.  Your job is to use your textbook and the Internet to match the facts of the case and Supreme 
Court ruling with each case on the blank chart.  

Facts of the Case Constitutional Question Supreme Court Ruling 
- At the 1984 RNC in Texas Johnson set an American flag on 
fire. 
- He was arrested and convicted under a Texas law that 
prohibits desecration of the US flag. 

* When can a confession by a suspect under 
police questioning be admissible in court and 
not a violation of the suspect’s 5th 
amendment right to not incriminate 
themselves? 

* the court ruled that a woman does have the 
right to have an abortion BUT set a limitation as 
the first trimester (3 months) of the pregnancy. 
When the fetus is viable then abortion may only 
occur if the mother’s life is at risk.  

- Gideon was arrested for breaking into a Florida poolroom. 
- The judge denied his request for an attorney because the state 
only required an attorney for defendants accused of capital 
crimes. 
- Gideon was found guilty. 

* Do schools have to meet the same strict 
standards as police when conducting searches 
(that is have probable cause and get a search 
warrant) or else be violating the 
unreasonable search and seizure 
protection of the 4th amendment? 

* The court reaffirmed that the federal 
government is “supreme” and states have no 
right to impede laws or actions of the federal 
government. 
* The “necessary and proper clause gives 
Congress the authority to charter a bank. 
* States may not tax federal agencies. 

- gave speech at school with graphic metaphors 
- suspended for 2 days 

* Does the due process clause of the 14th 
amendment apply to a woman’s right to 
choose to have an abortion? 

* The court ruled that juveniles are guaranteed 
the right to a notice of charges, the right to an 
attorney, the right to cross-examine witnesses, 
confront their accuser and to remain silent. 

- Gregg was accused of killing two men who picked him up 
when he was hitchhiking.  
- Gregg was then found guilty and sentenced to death.  

*Are Louisiana’s laws requiring separate but 
equal facilities a violation of the 14th 
amendment’s “equal protection of the 
law”? 

* The court ruled that a president may not 
claim executive privilege in a federal 
investigation and that the courts do have the 
authority to issue legal requests of the 
president. 

- Miranda was arrested for rape and kidnapping.  
- He was questioned and was never advised of his right to 
remain silent or his right to an attorney.  
- He confessed and was convicted. 

* Does executive privilege allow the 
president to not turn over information to a 
federal court to be used in prosecution and is 
asking him to do so violating separation of 
powers as set up by the constitution? 

* upholding an earlier principle, the Court 
agreed that Feiner had created a “clear and 
present danger.” Therefore, his arrest was 
constitutional and was in “the interest of the 
community in maintaining peace and order on 
its streets." 

- The New Hampshire state legislature passed a series of laws 
changing the university from a private university to a public 
one, controlled by the state. 

* Is burning an American flag a form of 
“symbolic political” free speech protected by 
the 1st amendment? 

The court ruled that the New Hampshire 
legislature violated Art. 1 Sect. 10 when it 
placed the college under state control.  

- Gault (15) was accused of making an obscene phone call. 
- He was arrested and taken into custody. 
- His parents were not notified, he had not been advised of his 
rights and did not have an attorney. 
- He was found guilty and sentenced to a juvenile facility until 
21. An adult would only have been give 2 months and a $50 
fine. 

* Did separate but equal facilities violate the 
equal protection clause of the 14th 
amendment? 

* The court ruled that as it was being applied, 
the death penalty was cruel and unusual 
punishment. 
* The death penalty itself was not 
unconstitutional but the rules and procedures 
were. 

- Roe wanted to terminate her pregnancy and challenged a 
Texas law that said you could only get an abortion if your life 
was in danger.  

* Did the state deprive the Nazi Party of their 
1st Amendment rights to freedom of speech 
and assembly by issuing the injunction? 

* The court ruled that the university’s 
admission program violated the 14th 
amendment, but if properly written my not be 
in violation. 
* Race can be a factor to ensure diversity, but 
race cannot be the ONLY factor in determining 
admission. 

- Three students decided to protest the Vietnam War by 
wearing black armbands to school 
- fearing that the armbands would provoke disturbances, the 
principals of the ruled that all students wearing armbands be 
asked to remove them or face suspension 
- the students refused to remove them  and were suspended 

* Is the Civil Rights Act unconstitutional 
because Congress exceeded its power to 
regulate commerce? 
*Is the 5th amendment being violated 
because a business is not free to choose its 
customers thereby depriving that business of 
due process? 
* Is requiring business to serve all people 
involuntary servitude therefore violating 
the 13th amendment? 

* The court ruled that schools do not have to 
meet the same standards as police when 
conducting searches. 
* The warrant requirement is unsuitable to the 
educational environment and schools only need 
to have reasonable suspicion to conduct a 
search. 

- Bakke was denied admission to the medical school at UCA-
Davis. 
- He sued the school for admission claiming he had been 
discriminated against.  

* Does the 6th amendment’s guarantee to 
counsel  apply to all people even if they 
cannot afford one, in all types of cases? 

* if states fall short of desegregating schools, 
federal courts have the authority to review plans 
presented by the state 
* busing is a legitimate means of helping 
provide desegregation in schools 



- Linda Brown applied for admission to an all white school and 
was denied 
- The NAACP combined this case with 4 others all denying 
admission to black students. 

* Do high school students have the same rights 
to 1st amendment free speech as adults? 
* Does the 1st amendment prevent school 
officials from limiting lewd, obscene or vulgar 
speech that could disrupt school?  

*The court upheld the Louisiana law saying that 
separate facilities “do not necessarily imply the 
inferiority of either race” and established a 
doctrine called “separate but equal.” 

- After Pearl Harbor FDR issued an executive order that 
authorized the military to evacuate all persons in order to 
provide protection. 
- The military moved Japanese Americans to relocation 
centers. 
- Korematsu refused to leave his home and was arrested 

* Is the death penalty in ANY case a form of 
cruel and unusual punishment as defined 
by the 8th amendment? 
 

* the Court found that the Sixth Amendment's 
guarantee of counsel was a fundamental right, 
essential to a fair trial, which should be made 
applicable to the states through the Due Process 
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. 
* Gideon was tried again and was acquitted. 

- Louisiana had a law requiring “separate but equal facilities” 
for white and black people 
- Homer Plessy tested the law by sitting in the white section of 
a train 
- He was ordered to move but refused and was arrested 

* Does a prohibition against the wearing of 
armbands in public school, as a form of 
symbolic protest, violate the First 
Amendment's freedom of speech protections? 

* The court upheld the executive order as a 
legitimate use of the war powers of the 
president and congress. 

- Furman broke into a home to rob it.  
- The homeowner came out and as Furman was running away 
he tripped and fell, the gun went off and killing the 
homeowner.  

* Did the establishment of special admissions 
programs violate the equal protection 
clause of the 14 th amendment? 
* Are racial preference considerations always 
unconstitutional? 

It was decided by the court that by not allowing 
the parade, Illinois had violated the 1st 
Amendment rights of the Nazi Party to hold a 
peaceful demonstration. 

- TLO was caught smoking in the bathroom 
- She denied she had been smoking and the asst-principal 
searched her purse and found rolling papers. 
- Searching further he found marijuana, pipe, money, card 
with names. 
- TLO was arrested and convicted. 

* Is the death penalty in this type of case 
considered cruel and unusual 
punishment as defined by the 8 th 
Amendment? 

* The court ruled that no statement may be 
used from a suspect being questioned unless 
safeguards have been taken to secure the 
privilege against self-incrimination. A person 
must be told of their rights. 

- a student at Syracuse University, made a speech on a street 
corner in Syracuse, New York encouraging listeners to attend 
a rally 
- the speech made several disparaging remarks about local 
polit icians, organizations, and President Truman. 
- A crowd gathered, and several listeners began "muttering" 
and "shoving." One listener threatened Feiner.  
- Feiner refused two requests by police officers (who feared 
violence) to end his speech. He was arrested for inciting a riot. 

* Questioned the Commerce Clause of the 
Constitution in Art. 1 Sect. 8. 
* Does Congress have the right to regulate 
navigation as part of “interstate trade”? 
* If so, how much and is this a concurrent 
power shared with the states?  

* Escobedo had not been adequately informed 
of his constitutional right to remain silent rather 
than to be forced to incriminate himself.  
* The court ruled that interrogation is no longer 
“general” questioning and that the purpose of 
interrogation is to get someone to confess and 
this point is a critical time when an attorney’s 
advice is surely needed. 

- Betts, an unemployed farm hand, was indicted for robbery. 
- When he requested a lawyer the trial judge refused  
- Betts conducted his own defense and was found guilty 

* Is Scott a citizen, which would give him the 
right to sue in federal court? 
* Did Scott gain his freedom by moving to a 
free state? 

* not all defendants in all cases will need the 
assistance of counsel in order to receive a fair 
trial with due process.  While counsel may be 
necessary to receive a fair trial in some cases, it 
is not in all cases. 

- The Maryland legislature puts a tax on the 2nd Bank of the 
United States. 
- James McCulloch did not pay the tax and continued to 
operate. 
- Maryland state courts ruled against McCulloch 

* Was the executive order  to relocate  all 
or any persons in order to provide protection 
from espionage a constitutional exercise of 
war? 

* The court ruled that the death penalty does 
not constitute cruel and unusual punishment as 
long as it does not involve the unnecessary 
infliction of pain or the punishment is not out of 
proportion to the crime. 

- Danny Escobedo was arrested and taken to a police station 
for questioning. 
- The police refused his repeated requests to see his lawyer. 
- Escobedo's lawyer sought unsuccessfully to consult with his 
client. 
-Escobedo subsequently confessed to murder.  

* University trustees argued that New 
Hampshire’s laws violated their 
constitutional rights to make contracts  
* Article 1 Section 10  

* School officials have the authority to discipline 
students for lewd or indecent speech at school 
events if the speech is contrary to the school’s 
educational mission. 

- even after Brown v. Board of Ed. desegregation progressed 
slowly 
- Charlotte-Mecklenburg, North Carolina, system in which 
approximately 14,000 black students attended schools that 
were either totally black or more than 99 percent black 

* May evidence obtained through a search in 
violation of the Fourth Amendment be 
admitted in a state criminal proceeding? (Can 
evidence that was collected with an illegal 
search warrant be used in court?) 

* The court ruled that the Civil Rights Act was 
constitutional because the commerce clause 
(1.8) of the constitution permitted Congress to 
regulate interstate trade. 

- Illinois court issued an injunction prohibiting the Nazi party 
from marching, walking or parading in uniform, or displaying 
the swastika, or distributing materials that incite or promote 
hatred against Jews 

* Were federal courts constitutionally 
authorized to oversee and produce remedies 
for state-imposed segregation? 

* The court ruled that illegally obtained 
evidence may not be used in either federal or 
state trials. 

- During the 1972 election campaign men were caught 
breaking into Democratic election headquarters.  
- The break-ins were linked to the White House (Nixon). 
- Nixon was asked to turn over tapes and he claimed executive 
privilege. 

* Do juveniles facing criminal charges have 
the same rights as adults under the 14th 
amendments due process clause? 

* The court ruled that the burning was political 
speech rather than just vandalism and that states 
may not punish a person for burning a flag as a 
form of political protest.  



- Robert Fulton was granted a monopoly to run a steamboat in 
NY by the NY legislature. 
- Fulton’s partner gave a man named Aaron Ogden the 
exclusive right to run a ferry service between NY and NJ. 
- Thomas Gibbons a competitor got a license from the fed. 
government. 
- Ogden claimed his right to a monopoly was being infringed 
on. 

* Does the 6th amendment right to 
counsel apply to the interrogation and 
questioning of a suspect? 

* The court ruled that Congress does have the 
right to regulate navigation as part of “interstate 
trade.” 
* Congress has no right to regulate trade that is 
contained within the boundary of a state but can 
regulate trade in full force once the state 
boundary lines are crossed. 

- Dred Scott, a slave, was taken to live in several non-slave 
states before returning to Missouri, a slave state.  
- Scott claimed he was free because he had lived in free states. 

* Did Feiner's arrest for inciting a riot violate 
his right to free speech under the First 
Amendment? 

* The court ruled that slaves are not US citizens 
(although they may be granted state 
citizenship)and therefore are not entitled to sue 
in federal court. 
* Scott did not gain his freedom by moving to a 
free state. 

- After Civil Rights Act of 1964 some hotels, bars, restaurants, 
etc still refused service to Africa Americans 
- The motel sued the US gov’t to enforce the Civil Rights Act 
so they could continue refusing service 

* Does the 6th amendment’s guarantee to 
counsel  apply to all people even if they 
cannot afford one, in all types of cases? 
 

* The court ruled that separate but equal 
facilities are a violation of the 14 th amendment 
with no place in public education and create a 
feeling of inferiority.  

- With a fake warrant, police search Mapp’s home to search 
for a fugitive 
- The police did not find a fugitive but some obscene material 
and was arrested 

* What are the powers of Congress under the 
Federal System? 
* What is the relationship between federal and 
state authorities? 

The wearing of armbands was "closely akin to 
'pure speech'" and protected by the First 
Amendment. School environments imply 
limitations on free expression, but only if it can 
be shown  the forbidden conduct would 
substantially interfere with the learning process.  

 


