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A photograph is a wonderful source of information for a historian. When evaluating a photograph carefully, we can pull 
information from it not normally seen with a quick glance. To dive into a photograph more deeply, answer the questions below. 
 
1) Describe the photograph by making a list of everything you see. 

	
	

2) Divide the photograph into four (or six) equal squares and study each section individually. What details, such as people, 
objects, and activities, do you notice now that you did not notice before? 

3) What other information can you gather from the photo… 
a) When was the picture taken? How can you tell? 

b) What time of day was the picture taken? How can you tell? 

c) What time of year was the picture taken? How can you tell? 

d) Where was the picture taken? How can you tell? 

e) Why was the picture taken? How can you tell? 

4) What questions do you have about the photograph? 

	


