
The Causes of the Civil War page 
Slavery & the Civil War Unit 1A 

 
Follow along with the PowerPoint to complete the Guided Notes below. There will be additional sources and activities added 
along the way. 
 

Sectionalism: 

• Placing the interests of your region or your part of the country ahead of the interests of the nation as a whole. 

Add the notes in the sections of the country below 

 
Compromise: 

• Working with others to _____________________________________ 

• Both sides get _____________________________________, but not _________________________ 

Missouri Compromise (1820) 

• States will be added in _____________ (one free and 

one slave) to keep an equal balance in the 

_________________________________ 

• _________________ would be admitted as a slave-state 

• _________________ would be admitted as a free-state 

• A _________________________________ that would 

determine where they would free and slave states 

 
  

West 
North 

South 



Compromise of 1850 

• The government could not decide if the new 

lands acquired after the _______________________ 

should be free or slave. 

• ____________________________________ would allow 

the people of the New Mexico Territory and 

the Utah Territory to __________________________ 

if they would become free or slave 

• A new _____________________________________ was 

passed making it easier to capture free 

blacks and bring them to slavery 

 
Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854) 

• The rest of the _________________________________ 

would be divided into the Kansas Territory 

and the Nebraska Territory 

• ________________________________________ would be 

used in both territories to decide if slavery 

would exist there 

 
“Bleeding Kansas” 

• Citizens of ______________________ (a slave state) 

snuck into Kansas to vote for a pro-slavery 

state constitution. 

• Once slavery wins in Kansas, _________________ 

citizens attack and vandalize businesses of 

________________________ citizens. 

• This is the first _________________________________ 

in the United States. (If you do not count 

slave revolts). 

 
“Caning Sumner” 
Describe what the Cartoon is about and why it is important. 



States’ Rights 

• The idea that each state has the right to ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dred Scott v. Sanford (1854) 

• Dred Scott sued for his freedom because he 

_______________________________________ 

• The Supreme Court ruled against him 

because _________________________ and therefore 

did not have a right to sue in court 

• The Supreme Court also said that the federal 

government ___________________________________ 

no matter where they lived. 

• Therefore, the Missouri Compromise was 

___________________________________, slaves can be 

allowed anywhere  

The Election of 1860 

• ________________________________, an opponent of 

slavery is elected president 

• _______________________________ fear that he will 

abolish slavery 

• Southern states, beginning with 

_________________________, secede from the 

Union to become a separate country 

 
 


