
Violating Laws Unit 6 
Unit Guide Violating Laws (Ch. 16) 
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CE.C&G.1: Analyze the foundations and development of American government in terms of principles and values. 
CE.C&G.1.5: Evaluate the fundamental principles of American politics in terms of the extent to which they have been used 
effectively to maintain constitutional democracy in the United States 
CE.C&G.2: Analyze government systems within the United States in terms of their structure, functions, and relationships. 
CE.C&G.2.3: Evaluate the US Constitution as a "living Constitution" in terms of how the words in the Constitution and Bill of 
Rights have been interpreted and applied throughout their existence 
CE.C&G.3: Analyze the legal system within the United States in terms of development, execution, and protection of 
citizenship rights at all levels of government. 
CE.C&G.3.1: Analyze how the rule of law establishes limits on both the governed and those who govern while holding true to 
the ideal of equal protection under the law (eg., the Fourteenth Amendments, Americans with Disability Act, equal 
opportunity legislation). 
CE.C&G.3.3: Analyze laws and policies in terms of their intended purposes, who has authority to make them and how they 
are enforced 
CE.C&G.3.4: Explain how individual rights are protected by varieties of law (e.g. Bill of Rights, Supreme Court decisions, 
Constitutional law, criminal law, civil law, tort, administrative law, statutory law, and international law, etc.).  
CE.C&G.3.5: Compare jurisdictions and methods of law enforcement applied at each level of government, the consequences 
of noncompliance to laws at each level, and how each reflects equal protection under the law. 
CE.C&G.3.7: Summarize the importance of the right to due process of law for individuals accused of crimes 
CE.C&G.3.8: Evaluate the rights of individuals in terms of how well those rights have been upheld by democratic government 
in the United States. 
CE.C&G.5: Analyze how political and legal systems within and outside of the United States provide a means to balance 
competing interests and resolve conflicts. 
CE.C&G.5.2: Analyze state and federal courts by outlining their jurisdictions and the adversarial nature of the judicial process 

 acquittal 
 arraignment 
 complaint 
 crime 
 deterrents 
 discovery 
 due process 
 hung jury 
 indictment 
 juvenile 
 juvenile 

delinquent 
 mandatory 

sentencing 
 parole 
 penal code 
 preliminary 

hearing 
 probable cause 
 prosecution 
 rehabilitate 
 self-incrimination 
 sentencing 
 settlement 
 subpoena 
 summons 
 testimony 

Es
se

n
ti

al
 U

n
d

er
st

an
d

in
gs

 

Students will understand that… 
1. Laws will be enforced by different agencies in order to ensure domestic tranquility. 
2. Various jurisdictions enact statutes to prevent discrimination. 
3. Government must not subject individuals to unreasonable, unfair, or arbitrary treatment. 
4. A Government in which the structures, powers, and limits of government relies on its founding principles to maintain 
order. 
5. Equal protection of the law promotes equal treatment of citizens and prohibits discrimination by government institutions. 
6. Individuals have the responsibility to be aware of their rights. 
7. The United States legal system is structured so that both states and federal government share the responsibility of hearing 
and decision on cases. 
8. Jurisdiction allow for the United States legal system to be specialized to address local and state needs. 
9. A Democratic government works with its citizens to make, follow, and enforce laws. 
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1. Students will analyze how flexible the Constitution is by creating a chart comparing the facts and precedent of Furman v. 
Georgia with Gregg v. Georgia in pairs. 
2. Students will evaluate how well the Supreme Court has protected people's rights when they are arrested by participating 
in a class discussion on due process court cases. 
3. Students will work individually to evaluate how well the US government has upheld the rights of the accused by writing an 
argument for or against Supreme Court due process cases. 
4. Students will work individually explain how the Supreme Court decisions have protected the rights of the accused by 
writing an argument for or against Supreme Court due process cases. 
5. Students will judge why enforcing laws is necessary in keeping everything under control by brainstorming with a partner a 
list of the reasons why the executive branch should enforce laws. 
6. Students will break apart the methods and authority of law enforcement agencies at all three levels of government use to 
enforce laws by creating a tri-Venn diagram while working with a small group. 
7. Students will compare the different courts at the state level by creating a drawing that represents the powers and 
responsibilities of each court. 
8. Students will write and speak in a Think-Pair-Share so they can list the effects that not following the law can have on an 
individual, the community, and the world. 
9. Students will participate in a class discussion to evaluate if the death penalty violates people's rights. 
10. Students will work with a partner to evaluate in writing whether criminal courts are better at identifying the guilty or 
protecting the wrongly accused. 
11. Students will apply what they know about civil trials to write a letter to a judge explaining what parts of their civil trial 
were correct and what parts were not correct. 
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1. How have judicial precedents changed the ways in which laws are interpreted? 
2. What is the best way to ensure the rights are protected? 
3. How have amendments to the Constitution and Supreme Court decisions changed the relationship between the 

government, rights, and citizens? 
4. How is the path of a case to the Supreme Court designed to be adversarial in nature? 
5. How does the founding principle of social contract contribute to a government in which the citizens have consented to 

established rules to create order. 

Use the following Main Ideas to create and take Cornell (two column) notes: 
(16.1) Civil Lawsuits fill an important role in our society. 
(16.1) Due process is protected in civil cases. The Constitution insures it. 
(16.2) Penalties for crimes are important for keeping order in society. 
(16.2) Due process is protected in criminal cases. The Constitution insures it. 
(16.3) Juvenile Law is different from criminal law. 
 


