
NAME: ______________________________________________________ CLASS: ______ DATE: ______________ 
Absolutism & Enlightenment Unit 5 
Ideas of the Enlightenment Chapter 17.1&2 
 
Part  A: Chapter  17.1 – “Phi losophy in  the  Age o f  Reason .”    
1) While reading Chapter 17.1 complete the organizer below regarding the people and ideas of the Enlightenment. 

A
ge

 o
f 

R
ea

so
n 

P
hy

si
oc

ra
ts

 

P
hi

lo
so

ph
e

s 

P
ol

iti
ca

l 
Sc

ie
nt

is
ts

 

L
oc

ke
 

M
on

te
sq

ui
eu

 

D
id

er
ot

 

V
ol

ta
ir

e 

R
ou

ss
ea

u W
ol

ls
to

ne
cr

af
t 

A
da

m
 S

m
ith

 

H
ob

be
s 



2) After filling in the diagram, answer the following questions. 
 
a) Why is this period considered the “Age of Reason?” 
 
 
 
 
 
b) How did the study of sciences lead to philosophies on government, society, and economics? 
 
 
 
 
 
c) What did the philosophes believe?  What did the physiocrats believe? 
 
 
 
 
 
d) Of the people on the diagram above, with whose ideas would you most likely agree?  Explain using your own personal beliefs or 
experiences. 
 
 
 
 
Part  B:  Chapter  17.2 – “Enl ightenment  Ideas  Spread” 
1) While reading show how the ideas of the Enlightenment were seen in everyday life. 
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